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MANUFACTURES. 



I. II, III.— BRITISH LEGHORN. 

The Sum of £.1\ was this Session presented to Messrs, 
J. and A, Mum, of Greenock, for their Hats of 
British Leghorn ; and the Sums of £. 10 10s. and 
£.b 5s. have respectively been presented to Messrs. 
MuiR, and Mr. Joseph Long, of Claydon, Suffolk, 
for Fine Plat. The quantity 7nade by the former 
amounts to about 1,880 score, and by the latter to 
804 score. 

Sir; Greenock, February 10, 1827. 

We have by coach forwarded for the competition a paper 
parcel containing fifty score rye plait, in imitation of 
Italian. We also, on the 4th, forwarded to Mr. Jones, 
of the house of Ingleby, Jones, and Co. one box contain- 
ing ten dozen ladies' hats made from the same material : 
we have requested that he provide you with the whole 
or what part you wish. We hope both pacliages will be 
in time, so that we may be enrolled as competitors. We 
have not, since our former communication, made any al- 
teration either as to material or mode of bleaching. We 
do not think a better material can be procured than rye 
for the purpose. It grows in much finer and longer joints 
than wheat, and with it we produce finer hats than come 
from Italy. Last Spring we had forty bolls rye sown for 
straw, which was put in five or six Scotch acres. Our agent 
finds from experience, that the ground requires to be 
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rich. He has made for us in the course of the last year 
two thousand ladies" hats, besides several thousand scores 
of plait that was forwarded to us to be made up into hats 
here or sold in the plait. 

We are, Sir, 
A. Aikin, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Secretary, &;c, Sfc. Jambs & Andrew Mctxt. 



Sir; Greenock, February 12, 1827. 

We have this day received yours of the 9th. We had 
written to Messrs. Ingleby, Jones, and Co. on the 26th 
August last, with an order to receive from you our medal 
and hats, which we thought were since in their posses- 
sion : you will now please deliver the same to them. 

In the course of the past year we have corresponded 
with Sir John Sinclair, Sir James Riddell, and several 
others on the subject of the manufacture of hats in imi- 
tation of Leghorn. Sir James Riddell has engaged a man 
in our employment, for the purpose of attempting the 
manufacture on his estate. 

Owing to the great depression in business, Leghorn 
hats have been sold so, much lower than formerly, that 
though our workers are only earning two shillings to two 
shillings and sixpence a week, we find diflficulty in pro- 
ducing goods to leave us a profit ; a knowledge of this, 
we suppose, has been the means of preventing those 
houses in England who are in the habit of dealing in 
straw plait and hats embarking in that manufacture. 
That plait and hats can be produced in this country equal 
in quality to the foreign, is now, we think, beyond a 
doubt. When Messrs. Ingleby, Jones, and Co. have ad- 
vised us of the house they have fixed on to sell our manu- 
facture, we intend this Spring to forward to London ali 
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the finest hats, as we receive them from Orkney. In the 
course of eight days, we intend forwarding more hats and 
plait to London, which, in point of clean work, will be 
generally superior to those hitherto sent. 

We are, Sir, 
A. Aikin, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Secretary^ <§rc. ^c. JameS & Andrew Muir. 



6, Wood-street, Cheapside, London, 
Sill; February 23, 1827. 

At the request of Messrs. James and Andrew Muir, of 
Greenock, we hand you four British Leghorn hats, which 
yt)\i will be pleased to submit to the Society of Arts. 
These hats are made in the Orkneys, from rye^straWj pre- 
pared in the manner they formetly described, and appear 
df excellent quality. 

We are. Sir, 
A, Aikin, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Secretary, Sfc, Sfc, iNGtEBt, Jones, & Co, 



SiA; Greenock, March 17, 1827. 

Wte received your favour of the 13th instant, advising the 
Society's having voted to us their Large Silver Medal or 
Twenty Guineas, at our option (being the premium offer- 
ed), for our Hats of Rye StraAt^, in imitation of Leghorn. 
It has given us pleasure to^learn from your's, that our 
plait is tighter and more compact made than that in Italy. 
Our Orkney plaiters, when at split straw, always made 
better work than that in Bedfordshire, and naturally fol- 
lowed the same method in rye plait ; the Italians, how- 
ererj by slighting their work, are able to bring it much 
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cheaper to market. So very low are Italian hats just 
now, that, notwithstanding the duty, we have difficulty 
in making a saving business in our manufacture. This i* 
the grand reason why there is not a greater competition. 
If government were to double the present duty on Italian 
plait and hats, we have no doubt but by so doing much 
employment would be given to our female population, 
and many acres of poor land would be put into culti- 
vation. 

With respect to knitting, our plait, owing to its com- 
pactness, could not be made up in the same time as 
Italian. For example, take what is called a forty-row 
Italian bat, and a forty-row hat of ours, count the loops 
with an inch glass in each, ours will count twenty-two 
loops, while the Italian will count only nineteen loops, 
thus making a difference of fifteen per cent, which 
operates both as it respects plaiting and knitting, but 
ours will be a finer-looking hat, with the same number of 
rows. Our knitters were taught to take up one loop at a 
time, and continue that practice, yet our plait admits of 
the knitters taking up three or more loops, without injur- 
ing the appearance of the plait. 

We are. Sir, 
Ai Aikin, Esq. . &c. &c. &c. 

Secretary, ^c. 8fc, James & Andrew Mum. 

P. S.— We might have said, our hats, with the same 
number of turnings to the inch, can be made up as soort 
as the Italian. We intend to forward to the Society a 
gentleman's silk shag hat, weighing only six ounces, the 
whole of rye-straw, knit and plait as the Italian hats, an 
invention of ours that are much approved of by gentlemen 
who wear them ; also a piece of plait, the finest we have 
ever made, it would make a hat equal to eighty rows, or 
ten to eleven i-ows in the inch. We have sent to differi 
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ent houses in London this Spring, eight hundred and 
eighty score rye-plait, and we have about one thousand 
score to forward. 



As connected with the subject of plait, it may be men- 
tioned, that the Society have received from J. White, Esq. 
of Westbourne Green, some interesting samples of mats 
of stained grass, platted very ingeniously in various pat- 
terns, made at Mombass, on the Coast of Africa. 

They have also received specimens of bark cloth from 
the Sandwich Islands, presented by Joseph Hume, Esq. 
M. P. V. P., and by Thomas Winkworth, Esq. Chairman 
of the Committee of Manufactures. 



IV.— OPENING HORN. 



The Silver Vulcan Medal and Five Guineas were 
this Session presented to Mr. J. James, James Street, 
Lambeth, for his Machine fok Opening Horn; a 
Model of which has been placed in the Society's Re- 
pository. 

Horn is prepared for the use of the Lanthorn-maker, the 
Comb-maker, the Cutler, &c. by making it into flat 
laminm of various thicknesses, according to the use for 
whichjt is intended. The horns are first cut transversely 
into pieces, according to the use to which each is appli- 
cable. The pieces are then slit longitudinally, and are 
held separately over a naked fire, till heated to the degree 



